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I- INTRODUCTION

The Hippocampe wheelchair, designed and manufactured by VIPAMAT TECHNOLOGIE (FRANCE) is an all-terrain wheelchair.

 Suitable for persons of all ages, skills, sizes, the Hippocampe weighs only 29 pounds (13kg). The person sits only 13.8 inches (35cm) off the ground which provides better stability.

It can be used on your own with the rear tyres or with another person thanks to the push bar of the backrest.

The chair is rust proof as the wheelchair has taken the technology of the nautical and cycling industry so it is made of stainless steel, aluminium and plastic.

This manual is to assist you in understanding, maintaining and utilizing your Hippocampe.

II- GENERAL DESCRIPTION

The Hippocampe is made of:

· a directional front wheel 

· a foot-rest in fibre-glass covered with closed cells foam to prevent injury to the skin

· the chassis is made of  anodised aluminium tubes covered with a blue casing to prevent heating from the sun and prevent burns to the skin
· the seat is made of  a closed cells fabric (it does not absorb water) with a central hole to evacuate water
III- DIMENSIONS



Height: 

660mm


 
Length: 1240mm





                      

       

Seated breadth                                                                                                                                                                                                      

     420mm

      

                  Breadth: 670mm

IV- FIRST USE

Like the traditional wheelchair, the use of the Hippocampe requires an adaptation period.

During the transfer, use the brake (photo 1) to jam the wheels. The stainless steel tube must jam the wheels and the polythene bar must wedged by the black plastic part.

V- PRECAUTION OF USE 

· The Hippocampe has been manufactured to make easier the access to the swimming pool. 
· The wheelchair has been manufactured to support a maximum weight of 130kg.
· Before using the wheelchair, make sure that the wheels are properly locked, the straps properly tightened and the buckles properly fastened.
· If the blue casing is missing on one part of the wheelchair you could get burnt if you leave it for a long time under the sun. Repair and cover the damaged area.

· Trials can be necessary before the use of the Hippocampe.
· The Hippocampe is not a floatation devise; you can go into the pool to the seat height. It is not created to float with the user in it ( floatation devise )

· It is not recommended to stand up on the wheelchair and to be used by more than one person at any time.

· It is forbidden to change the wheelchair’s structure.
· You must only pushed by a person with competent ability. 
· You must be accompanied when there are obstacles over 10cm.
· Avoid passing under obstacles with the wheelchair.
· You must not use the Hippocampe when there is a puncture or a flat tyre.
It is forbidden to use the wheelchair in conditions non-described.

VI- WHEEL ASSEMBLY

1.  Place the wheel’s axle into the axle housing on the chassis.

2.  Hold down the clip and push the wheel axle as far as it will go into the chassis' axle housing.

3. Rotate the wheel axle so that the clip locks into the drilled hole in the chassis' axle housing.

VII- SEAT ASSEMBLY

1.  Fasten the three seat straps, making sure that they are fully tightened.

2.  Fasten the seat back strap.  This strap must be tight.

3.  Secure the top of the seat back using the press-studs.

4.  Pass the small strap through both openings in the tab with the fixed part of the buckle on the seat side. Then pass the strap through the eye of the spring hook and finally through the detachable part of the buckle.

5.  Clip the spring hook onto its pin and fasten the strap.

6.  With the seat back raised, the strap must be tightened to provide lateral support and prevent the buckle or tab from rubbing on the wheel.

To remove the seat, unfasten the buckles and unhook the spring hooks from their pins.

CAUTION: Always check that the buckles are fastened and the straps properly tightened before using the equipment.

VIII- GUARANTEE

This product has a 'parts and labour' guarantee for one-year from the date of purchase (invoice date).

The guarantee covers the replacement of defective parts.  The guarantee does not cover improper use, nor does it cover wear of the chair's parts due to use.



































